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Public  Heaeth  Department, 

County  Haee, 

Trowbridge. 

June,  1944. 

My  Lords,  Ladies  and  Genteemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  twenty-fifth  Annual  Report  on  the  Public  Health  of  the 
County  of  Wiltshire.  This  is  again  very  brief  in  accordance  with  the  desire  of  the  Ministry,  but 
certain  additional  paragraphs  have  been  inserted  at  their  request. 

Apart  from  the  continuous  increase  in  tuberculosis,  no  serious  trouble  has  arisen  from 
infectious  disease.  Diphtheria  indeed,  has  been  reduced  to  a  point  unique  in  the  history  of 
the  County. 

Increasing  difficulty  in  the  maintenance  of  professional  staff  has  been  inevitable,  but  the  past 
year  has  shown  no  serious  break  in  administration.  The  efficiency  of  both  normal  and  war 
activities  has  been  generally  maintained,  and  in  this  report  I  desire  to  pay  my  tribute  to  the 
happy  relations  that  exist  with  the  officers  of  other  Local  Authorities  in  the  County.  Mutual 
problems  have  been  met  with  promptness  and  absence  of  formality. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

CLAUDE  E.  TANGYE. 

POPULATION. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  1943  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  345,800 

This  shows  an  increase  of  over  27,000  on  the  corresponding  estimate  for  1939,  but  a  decrease 
of  some  10,000  on  the  previous  year,  due  to  the  return  to  their  homes  of  many  more  evacuees. 
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BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 


Totae. 

1943 

1942 

Live  Births . 

6104 

6248 

Deaths  . 

3871 

3932 

Deaths  from  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

2 

8 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

9 

10 

Totae  . 

11 

18 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

270 

272 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) . 

Deaths  from  certain  Infectious  Diseases  : — 

564 

619 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

_ _ 

2 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

— 

_ . 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

4 

10 

Infantile  Paralysis 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

7 

Phthisis 

95 

107 

Other  Tuberculosis 

24 

34 

Rate. 


1943 


1942 


(per  1000  of  population) 


17.65 

11.19 


17.56 

11.05 


(per  1000  births) 


0.32 

1.43 

1.75 


1.24 

1.55 

2.79 


(per  1000  live  births) 
44.23  43.53 


The  biith  rate  continued  to  rise,  although  the  number  of  births  was  slightly  less  than  during 

the  previous  year.  This  apparent  anomaly  is,  of  course,  due  to  the  decrease  in  population  which 
took  place.  This  rate,  17.65,  is  appreciably  higher  than  the  national  rate,  16.5. 


The  death-rate  similarly  rose  slightly,  although  the  number  of  deaths  was  actually  less  than 
during  the  previous  year.  The  rate,  11.19,  is  considerably  lower  than  the  national  rate,  12.1. 

The  maternal  mortality  rates  were  much  lower  than  those  during  the  previous  year,  especially 
the  rate  for  puerperal  sepsis.  The  County  rate,  1.75,  compares  with  the  national  rate  of  1.84. 


The  infant  mortality  rate  rose  slightly,  being  44.23,  as  compared  with  43.53  during  the  pre¬ 
vious  year,  but  remains  much  lower  than  the  national  rate  of  49. 


The  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  is  satisfactory,  though  it  is  probably  too 
early  to  attribute  it  to  the  increasing  success  of  the  Cancer  Scheme. 

The  mortality  figures  for  infectious  diseases  are  mainly  much  better  than  those  for  the  pre¬ 
vious  year,  and  it  is  especially  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis, 
both  pulmonary  and  other,  has  decreased. 


Ine  comparative  table  below  includes  the  three  diseases  which  give  rise  to  most  anxiety 
during  present  conditions,  and  refers  to  the  whole  County  area,  including  Swindon  and  Salisbury. 
Neither  of  the  two  patients  who  died  from  diphtheria  was  amongst  the  many  thousands  who 
had  been  immunized  in  the  County  area. 


Disease. 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria . 

7 

13 

37 

19 

2 

2 

,,  Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

,,  Tuberculosis  : — 

5 

3 

23 

18 

10 

4 

Phthisis 

111 

110 

109 

134 

107 

95 

Other  ... 

22 

19 

28 

49 

34 

24 
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ACUTE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


No  infectious  disease  threatened  at  any  time  in  the  year  to  assume  epidemic  proportions. 
The  following  figures  show  the  incidence  of  the  more  important  infectious  diseases  during  1943  :  — 


Disease. 

Total  No 

tifications 

during 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— • 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

449 

1180 

711 

543 

658 

Diphtheria 

154 

501 

314 

70 

74 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid)  ... 

8 

2 

31 

5 

6 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

86 

86 

120 

98 

67 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

10 

240 

100 

60 

28 

Infantile  Paralysis 

9 

4 

14 

9 

9 

Acute  Encephalitis  Eethargica 

1 

4 

2 

6 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

18 

18 

29 

25 

20 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  was  no  significant  change  in  the  figures  for  last  year  compared  with 
those  for  the  previous  year,  and  the  statistics  as  a  whole  may  be  regarded  as  satisfactory.  The 
fact  that  there  were  only  two  deaths  from  diphtheria,  and  the  comparatively  small  number  of 
cases,  are  obviously  the  result  of  our  vigorous  campaign  of  immunisation.  The  74  cases  included 
only  three  of  the  45,982  children  who  had  been  immunised  since  the  scheme  started,  and  these 
three  made  good  recoveries. 

The  percentage  of  children  immunised  under  five  years  of  age  again  considerably  increased, 
rising  to  60  per  cent.  The  corresponding  figure  for  school  children  rose  to  96.5  per  cent.  The 
ideal  to  aim  at  is  inoculation  for  every  child  at  one  year  of  age,  again  on  entering  school,  and 
again  at  10,  the  most  important  of  these  three  inoculations  being  the  first.  A  tribute  should  again 
be  paid  to  Head  Teachers,  who  are  largely  responsible  for  the  growing  success  of  the  scheme  by 
arranging  the  use  of  schools  as  immunisation  centres  for  infants  as  well  as  school  children. 

The  further  considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  puerperal  pyrexia  and  the 
extraordinarily  low  death-rate  from  puerperal  sepsis  are  undoubtedly  the  result  of  the  universal 
use  of  M.  &  B.  693,  and  similar  preparations.  Medical  research  has  attained  a  dramatic  success 
in  the  control  of  the  greatest  danger  to  maternity. 

A  considerable  increase  in  the  incidence  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  might  have  been  expected 
after  four  years  of  war  conditions,  but  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  notifications  actually 
decreased  by  20  per  cent.  The  use  of  M.  &  B.  693  has  become  the  recognised  treatment  of  these 
cases  also,  for  which  in  the  past  the  most  skilful  and  laborious  nursing  used  often  to  be  essential 
to  prevent  the  loss  of  sight.  The  rapidity  and  success  of  this  simplified  treatment  is  of  the 
greatest  value  to  child  welfare. 

PERSONAL  CLEANLINESS, 

Whilst  the  School  Reports  always  deal  in  detail  with  this  subject,  it  should  here  be  recorded 
that  cleanliness  of  both  infants  and  adults  has  formed,  particularly  in  war-time,  the  object  of 
much  of  our  work.  The  treatment  of  infestation  is,  with  modern  preparations,  purely  a  matter 
of  proper  supervision  and  energy.  The  ascertainment  of  such  conditions,  however,  is  a  matter 
primarily  of  efficient  personnel,  and  it  must  be  confessed  that  here  and  there  war-time  difficulties 
have  resulted  in  inefficient  staff,  but  comparatively  few  cases  have  been  missed. 

For  adults,  special  out-patient  cleansing  arrangements  have  been  provided  at  certain  Public 
Assistance  Institutions  in  co-operation  with  Focal  Authorities. 

For  in-patient  treatment  of  serious  infestations  at  all  ages,  though  mainly  for  children,  the 
Marlborough  Convalescent  Home  has  continued  its  invaluable  work  for  the  whole  County. 
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Generally  speaking  the  war-time  wave  of  infestation  has,  with  occasional  set-backs,  subsided. 
Such  cases  are  reduced  to  numbers  which  though  no  longer  giving  anxiety  entail  expenditure 
and  labour  which  might  be  avoided  if  cleanliness  were  universal. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Though  this  subject  is  one  mainly  for  Local  Sanitary  Authorities,  it  may  here  be  noted  that 
well  before  the  end  of  1943  the  sufficiency  of  many  water  supplies  in  the  County  was  giving  cause 
for  disquiet.  Except,  however,  in  an  isolated  instance,  there  was  no  anxiety  on  the'  score  of 
purity,  and  no  case  of  water-borne  infection  was  known  to  have  occurred  during  the  year.  In 
view  of  the  great  additional  calls  on  the  water  supplies  of  the  County  and  of  the  adverse  rainfall, 
it  is  much  to  the  credit  of  water  undertakers  that  a  reasonable  and  pure  supply  was  maintained. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  position  in  many  cases  is  far  from  satisfactory.  The  resultant  sewage  from  the 
multiplication  of  establishments  using  large  quantities  of  water  has  gravely  reduced  the  standard 
of  purity  of  many  of  our  streams,  owing  to  insufficient  purification  of  the  effluent.  Low  river 
levels,  and  in  some  instances  the  inefficiency  of  permanent  works,  are  additional  factors  which 
have  reduced  otherwise  clean  streams  to  quagmires.  Endeavours  have  been  made  to  deal  with 
each  case  by  consultation  with  all  concerned,  and  success  has  here  and  there  been  obtained.  The 
general  problem  is  incapable  of  complete  solution  at  present. 

MIDWIFERY  AND  MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

The  shortage  of  midwives  continued  to  cause  considerable  anxiety,  despite  the  steps  taken 
by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  to  alleviate  the  national  situation  in  this  respect.  It  was  with  great 
difficulty  that  the  midwifery  service  was  maintained  in  the  districts  and  Maternity  Homes,  but 
there  was  actually  no  serious  break  during  the  year.  The  difficulty  in  securing  midwives  willing 
to  act  as  emergency  nurses  on  the  County  staff  for  relief  service  in  the  districts  resulted  in  our 
nominal  staff  of  three  being  reduced  to  one. 

Introduction  of  new  scales  of  salary  as  a  result  of  the  Rushcliffe  Reports  caused  a  great  deal 
of  work,  involving,  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Nursing  Association,  the  detailed  assessment 
of  some  80  odd  domiciliary  midwives’  salaries  according  to  their  previous  years  of  service  in  mid¬ 
wifery  and  their  qualifications,  as  well  as  the  similar  assessment  of  all  salaries  of  midwives  in 
County  Maternity  Homes.  It  is  hoped  that  the  proper  recognition  of  the  status  of  the  midwife 
will  eventually  attract  more  entrants  to  the  service,  thus  gradually  relieving  the  shortage. 

Emergency  Maternity  Homes. — The  40  maternity  beds  at  Berryfield,  Bradford-on-Avon,  and 
the  30  maternity  beds  at  the  Old  Cottage  Hospital  at  Melksham,  together  with  the  41  ante-natal 
beds  at  Woolley  Grange,  Bradford-on-Avon,  continue  to  form  a  most  valuable  and  efficient  unit 
under  Mr.  Wilfred  Shaw,  of  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital.  Its  facilities,  though  primarily  for 
evacuated  expectant  mothers,  are  available  also  in  certain  circumstances  for  County  cases,  thus 
easing  the  burden  on  other  maternity  homes  whose  accommodation  has  frequently  been  fully 
booked. 

The  Unit  has  for  some  time  functioned  as  a  Training  School  recognised  by  the  Central  Mid¬ 
wives  Board.  Originally  intended  for  London  County  Council  pupils  only,  the  school  has  now 
been  thrown  open  to  suitable  local  pupils. 

To  the  end  of  1943  a  total  of  3,006  cases  had  been  confined  at  the  Unit. 

CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  influx  of  transferred  war-workers  with  their  families  has  continued  to  increase  our  clinic 
and  domiciliary  work,  and  necessitated  the  opening  of  additional  clinics  in  one  area  of  the  County. 
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All  our  peace-time  schemes  for  the  treatment  of  orthopaedic,  ophthalmic  and  ear,  nose  and 
throat  defects  amongst  infants  have  continued  and  expanded.  The  accommodation  for  children 
at  the  Marlborough  Convalescent  Home,  restricted  by  other  war-time  demands  on  the  Home, 
but  augmented  by  a  Nursery  of  22  cots  at  Warminster,  has  been  fully  occupied. 

The  increasing  problem  of  unmarried  mothers  and  their  infants  gave  rise  to  anxiety,  and 
the  Ministry  s  circular  of  October  on  the  care  of  illegitimate  children  gave  an  opportunity  for 
V™  Posifi°u  and  of  local  possibilities.  It  was  decided  that  advantage  should  be  taken 

of  the  close  co-operation  that  has  long  existed  with  the  moral  welfare  associations  of  the  two 
dioceses  covering  the  County,  and  that  a  total  annual  sum  of  £750  should  be  paid  to  these  associa¬ 
tions  towards  the  salaries  of  two  additional  workers  in  the  Salisbury  Diocese  and  one  in  the  Bristol 
Diocese  for  duty  in  the  South  and  North  of  the  County  respectively  in  close  contact  with  the 
medical  department.  The  service  will,  of  course,  be  available  without  restriction,  and  vreat 
.P  aas  been  given  by  the  Church  authorities  in  negotiations.  All  of  these  appointments  have 
since  been  made,  in  spite  of  the  present  difficulties. 

Extension  of  accommodation  for  unmarried  mothers  and  their  infants  was  also  under  con¬ 
sideration  when  the  year  closed,  and  developments  are  resulting  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report. 
i,o  part  of  our  work  is  more  important  or  more  difficult.  Compulsion  cannot  be  applied  to 
these  cases,  and  persuasion  may  sometimes  fail.  When  venereal  disease  is  present  and  the  patient 
refuses^  efficient  help  the  problem  becomes  one  of  the  most  intractable  in  all  public  health. 

.  There  remain  in  the  County  some  10  Nursery  Parties  evacuated  to  country  houses  under 
various  auspices,  and  the  County  Medical  Department  is  responsible  for  the  routine  medical 
mspection,  and  dental  inspection  and  treatment,  of  these  children  numbering  about  250.  In 
addition,  any  treatment  found  necessary  as  a  result  of  medical  inspection,  and  which  can  be 
provided  under  our  various  treatment  schemes  for  infants,  is  arranged. 


WAR-TIME  DAY  NURSERIES. 

During  the  yeai  three  more  Day  Nurseries  were  opened  and  a  fourth  was  erected  but  has 
not  yet  been  opened  Altogether  there  are  now  nine  Day  Nurseries  open  in  various  parts  of 

the  County  for  the  children  of  war  workers.  The  attendances  of  children  are  regular  but  there 
are  vacancies  m  each  of  the  nurseries. 


CIVIL  NURSING  RESERVE. 

,  .  hfT : S-  tlle  2-ear>  39  applicants  for  enrolment  as  Nursing  Auxiliaries  were  accepted  as  suit¬ 
able,  34  being  officially  enrol  ed  after  training  and  five  defaulting  during  training.  This  brought 
the  number  of  Cursing  Auxiliaries  on  the  County  Register  by  December  to  155  whole-time  and 
314  part-time.  In  addition  there  were,  on  the  register,  84  trained  nurses  (56  whole-time  and 
28  part-time)  and  36  assistant  nurses  (21  whole-time  and  15  part-time). 

The  two  weeks  intensive  courses  of  training  have  continued  to  be  provided  generally  at 
larger  Centres  outside  the  County,  such  as  Plymouth,  Bristol,  Bath  and  Gloucester.  Several 
courses,  however,  were  held  m  1943  at  Devizes  and  District  Hospital. 

effM!°Se  Kt0UCh  b  kepP with  }he,  Employment  Exchanges  throughout  the  County,  and  every 
has  been  made  m  this  and  other  ways  to  obtain  as  many  recruits  to  the  Reserve  as  possible 
The  numbers,  however,  remained  disappointingly  small.  ” 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

r™me(?rCv  Staf*~^S  remai*ed  unchanged  during  the  year,  and  consisted  of  Dr.  Harper 
C  unty  Tubeiculosis  Officer,  with  two  temporary  part-time  assistants,  Dr.  Teeuwen  and  Dr.  Knight' 

former  helping  Dr.  Harper  at  the  Swindon  Dispensary,  and  the  latter  at  the  Trowbridge  and 
Sa  sbury  Dispensaries.  Dr.  Gray,  temporary  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Chippenham  and 
Caine  area,  also  gave  some  help  in  treatment. 
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Notifications. — As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table,  the  number  of  notifications  of  new 
cases,  particularly  pulmonary,  showed  a  serious  increase  during  the  year. 


Year. 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 


Notifications  of  Nfw  Cases. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

188  105 

230  125 

316  120 

312  121 

296  117 

332  136 


Total. 

293 

355 

436 

433 

413 

468 


The  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  in  1939,  1940  and  1941  was  caused  in  the  main 
by  the  transfer  of  existing  cases  of  tuberculosis  from  other  areas  in  consequence  of  official  and 
private  evacuation.  In  1942  and  1943,  however,  the  number  of  these  transfers  was  little  more 
than  in  pre-war  days,  and  the  rise  is  due  to  more  new  cases  amongst  Wiltshire  residents  and 
transferred  war-workers,  and  to  the  discharge  of  more  ex-Service  cases  to  the  county,  many  of 
whom  are  not  Wiltshire  men  and  women. 


During  the  past  two  years  many  more  men  have  been  notified  than  women.  The  age  groups 
chiefly  affected  are  those  from  25  to  35  and  35  to  45,  and  the  age  of  incidence  has  tended  to  rise. 

Deaths. — Deaths  from  tuberculosis  showed  a  further  reduction,  as  the  following  table  shows  : — 

Deaths  from 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Year.  Tuberculosis.  Tuberculosis.  Total. 

1941  134  49  183 

1942  107  34  141 

1943  95  24  119 

The  death-rate  from  tuberculosis  for  1943  was  0.34  per  1000  of  the  population. 

Cases  under  Supervision. — The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  under  supervision  at  the  end 
of  1943  was  1,029  (740  pulmonary  and  289  non-pulmonary),  an  increase  of  90  on  the  number  for 
the  previous  year.  In  the  last  pre-war  year  (1938)  the  number  was  667  (426  pulmonary  and 
241  non-pulmonary). 


Dispensary  Attendances. — The  attendances  at  the  dispensaries  again  showed  a  very  large 
increase,  the  total  being  5,529,  compared  with  4,183  in  the  year  1942.  The  attendances  in  1938 
were  2,474.  The  increase  was  due,  not  only  to  routine  attendances  of  patients,  but  to  large 
numbers  of  National  Service  candidates  referred  for  reports  to  Medical  Boards,  and  ex-Service 
cases  referred  for  special  reports  by  the  Ministry  of  Pensions. 

Two  dispensary  sessions  weekly  are  held  at  the  Salisbury,  Swindon  and  Trowbridge  Clinics, 
one  clinic  weekly  at  the  Devizes  and  District  Hospital  and  one  monthly  at  Savernake  Hospital. 
This  compares  with  three  weekly  dispensary  sessions  and  one  monthly  clinic  before  the  war. 

The  attendances  at  the  Devizes  and  District  Hospital  clinic  are  not  included  in  the  figure 
of  5,529  for  the  year  1943,  as  no  register  was  kept  for  this  clinic,  which  was  only  started  in  the 
middle  of  the  year.  Probably  there  were  some  200  attendances,  which  can  be  added  to  the  total, 
making  altogether  about  5,700. 

Institutional  Treatment. — The  distribution  of  patients  who  received  institutional  treatment 
during  the  year  is  shown  in  the  following  table.  Pulmonary  cases  in  all  stages  are  admitted  to 
Harnwood  and  the  two  Isolation  Hospitals  and  are  sent  thence  to  Winsley  and  elsewhere  as  may 
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be  indicated  in  each  case.  Kewstoke  has  continued  to  provide  invaluable  service  in  the  surgical 
treatment  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


PULMONARY  CASES. 


Institutions. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

Winsley  Sanatorium 

52 

39 

1 

3 

92 

Harnwood  Hospital 

59 

81 

143 

Devizes  Isolation  Hospital 

64 

_ _ 

64 

Salisbury  Isolation  Hospital 

14 

■  5 

19 

St.  Margaret’s,  Stratton  . . 

4 

2 

6 

Children’s  Convalescent  Home,  Marlborough 

1 

10 

11 

Kewstoke  Hospital 

20 

4 

24 

Preston  Hall 

2 

2 

Douglas  House,  Bournemouth  ... 

2 

2 

St.  Michael’s  Home,  Axbridge  ... 

1 

_ _ 

1 

University  College  Hospital,  Eondon  ... 

1 

_ 

1 

Stansboroughs  Hospital,  Watford 

1 

_ 

1 

Chippenham  Isolation  Hospital  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Grosvenor  Sanatorium,  Ashford 

1 

— 

1 

Totals  . 

Non-Pulmonary  cases. 

...  223 

142 

4 

369 

Bath  Children’s  Orthopaedic  Hospital  ... 

3 

6 

29 

38 

Savernake  Hospital 

10 

10 

33 

53 

Beckford  Dodge,  Warminster 

8 

9 

2 

19 

Morland  Hall 

1 

1 

2 

Bristol  General  Hospital ... 

— 

1 

1 

Pyrford  Orthopaedic  Hospital  ... 

1 

_ 

1 

Westbury  Hospital 

— 

1 

1 

Heritage  Schools,  Chailey 

— 

_ _ 

1 

1 

Salisbury  General  Infirmary 

— 

_ _ 

i 

1 

St.  Martin’s  Hospital,  Bath 

1 

_ 

1 

Winford  Orthopaedic  Hospital  ... 

1 

_ 

1 

Wingfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital  ... 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

St.  Margaret’s  Hospital,  Stratton 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Totals  . 

27 

31 

67 

125 

Grand  Totals 

250 

173 

71 

494 

The  number  of  patients  receiving  treatment  in  the  preceding  year  was  451,  or  43  less  than 
1943. 

Winsley  Sanatorium  provides  36  pulmonary  beds  for  the  county,  21  for  men  and  15  for 
women.  Harnwood  Hospital  provides  40  pulmonary  beds,  16  for  men  and  24  for  women,  with 
an  additional  ten  shelters,  six  for  men  and  four  for  women.  In  addition,  the  County  Council 
has  an  arrangement  with  the  Devizes  Isolation  Hospital  Committee  whereby  a  ward  of  18  beds 
is  available  for  the  reception  of  male  pulmonary  cases.  Another  arrangement  was  put  into  effect 
in  September,  1943,  with  the  Salisbury  Isolation  Hospital  Committee  for  two  wards  comprising 
10  beds  for  pulmonary  cases.  At  present  all  these  beds  are  being  used  for  men. 

Pulmonary  cases  are  also  admitted  to  the  Kewstoke  Hospital,  Weston-super-Mare,  for  highly 
specialised  surgical  treatment.  Odd  cases  were  treated  in  various  other  institutions,  including 
the  Marlborough  Children’s  Convalescent  Home  and  St.  Margaret’s  Hospital,  and  at  various  other 
institutions  as  shown  in  the  Table.  Every  reasonable  chance  of  accommodation  has  been  grasped, 
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but  the  position  is  very  unsatisfactory,  and  gives  rise  to  continual  anxiety.  At  the  end  of  1943 
19  pulmonary  cases,  of  which  15  were  men,  wTere  awaiting  admission. 

The  “  daily  average  ”  number  of  in-patients  during  1943  was  149.2,  compared  with  127.7  in 
1942  and  103.9  in  1941. 

Out-Patient  Treatment. — This  at  present  consists  of  the  induction  of  artificial  pneumo-tliorax, 
and  the  number  of  out-patients  who  received  artificial  pneumo-thorax  treatment  in  1943  was  72. 
Of  these,  54  attended  Winsley  Sanatorium,  15  Harnwood  Hospital,  2  Savernake  Hospital,  and  1, 
by  arrangement  with  the  Gloucestershire  County  Council,  at  Standish  House.  They  made  958 
attendances. 

There  is  an  urgent  need  for  the  establishment  of  other  centres  to  enable  patients  to  attend 
for  treatment  nearer  their  homes.  Much  hardship  is  being  caused  to  patients  in  the  Swindon 
area  by  their  having  to  travel  to  Winsley  Sanatorium  for  their  refills. 

Tuberculous  Ex-Service  Cases. — The  number  of  such  increases  yearly,  and  since  the  beginning 
of  the  War  some  150  have  been  reported.  The  majority  of  these  have  been  accepted  by  the 
Ministry  of  Pensions  as  attributable  to  or  aggravated  by  war  service.  Excluding  deaths  and 
removals,  and  cases  still  under  consideration  by  the  Ministry  of  Pensions,  the  number  of  accepted 
cases  now  on  the  register  is  91. 


Payment  of  Allowances  to  Tuberculous  Patients. 

In  April,  1943,  the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  Memo.  266  T,  dealing  with  the  arrangements 
for  mass  radiography,  and  allowances  to  tuberculous  patients.  Mass  radiography  is  not  at  present 
practicable  in  this  county. 

Arrangements  were  promptly  made  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  scheme  for  the  payment  of 
allowances  to  tuberculous  patients,  and  this  came  into  force  on  the  1st  July,  1943,  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  lines  : — 

1.  Patients  considered  eligible  for  allowances  are  given  details  of  the  scheme  by  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Officer,  either  at  the  dispensary,  or  elsewhere,  at  the  time  of  examination. 

2.  On  receipt  of  a  formal  application  for  assistance  from  the  patient,  the  case  is  referred 
to  the  Tuberculosis  Investigation  Officer  for  a  report  on  the  appropriate  form,  which  is  later 
returned  completed  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

3.  An  assessment  of  grant  is  then  made  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  and  payment  is  made 
by  the  County  Treasurer. 

Relieving  Officers  act  as  Investigation  Officers,  and  special  credit  is  due  to  them  for  the 
tact  and  efficiency  with  which  they  discharge  this  new  duty.  Delegation  by  the  Public  Health 
Committee  of  financial  details  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  has  secured  the  success  of  the  scheme, 
though  it  has  added  greatly  to  the  already  heavy  responsibilities  of  that  officer. 

The  following  summary  gives  a  brief  outline  of  the  operation  of  the  scheme  during  the  six 
months  ended  31st  December,  1943  : — 


Number  of  individual  applications  received 
„  ,,  ,,  granted 

,,  ,,  ,,  refused 

,,  maintenance  grants  paid 

,,  discretionary  grants  paid 

,,  special  grants  paid  :  travelling  expenses 

pocket  money 

,,  fuel  grants  paid  ... 


Total  cost  of  grants  to  31st  December,  1943  ...  £1,420  approximately. 


120 

73 

47 

60 

9 

15 

10 

34 
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The  cost  of  the  scheme  is  increasing,  and  by  the  end  of  March,  1944,  an  expenditure  of  £2,650 
had  been  incurred.  It  is  estimated  that  at  the  end  of  the  first  year’s  working,  viz.,  30th  "june, 
1944,  the  cost  will  have  been  about  £4,000.  Subsequently,  with  new  cases  arising,  and  the  con¬ 
siderable  number  of  patients  who  will  be  receiving  grants  for  some  time  after  leaving  sanatoria, 
it  is  possible  that  the  annual  expenditure  will  amount  to  £5,000 — £6,000. 

The  highest  maintenance  grant  paid  under  the  scheme  was  £2  19s.  Od.  per  week;  the  discre¬ 
tionary  grants  have  varied  between  10s.  and  5s.  per  week,  and  pocket  money  has  been  given  at 
the  rate  of  3s.  per  week.  Travelling  expenses  grants  have  been  paid  for  fortnightly  visits  of 
relatives  to  sanatoria,  the  amounts  varying,  but  usually  not  exceeding  10s.  per  fortnight. 

The  scheme  is  admittedly  imperfect,  and  its  administration  involves  problems  of  detail  which 
can  only  be  solved  arbitrarily,  and  sometimes  with  as  little  satisfaction  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer 
as  to  the  patient.  Nevertheless,  there  has  been  much  benefit  to  many  patients. 

General.— The  County  has  suffered  a  grave  setback  in  its  tuberculosis  work  as  a  result  of 
the  war.  This  should  at  least  secure  the  County  Scheme  a  strong  claim  on  some  of  the  excellent 
hospital  accommodation  which  will  be  available  in  the  County  after  the  war. 

One,  and  only  one  benefit  has  resulted  from  the  rising  tide  of  tuberculosis.  We  have  been 
taught  by  concentrated  experience  the  factors  that  are  essential  for  success  in  this  County  in 
reducing  the  devastation  of  the  disease  as  it  will  have  to  be  reduced.  An  inclusive  plan  of  cam¬ 
paign  is  ready  to  be  put  into  action  as  soon  as  conditions  allow. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  numbers  of  patients  attending  the  clinics  during 
the  year.  The  total  civilian  patients  attending  for  the  first  time  during  1943  was  814,  compared 
with  495  in  1942,  whilst  the  “  Service  ”  cases  specially  referred  for  report  numbered  54  compared 
with  21.  Of  these  868  patients,  however,  no  less  than  657,  or  75.7  per  cent.,  were  found  to  have 
non-venereal  conditions,  as  against  64.9  per  cent,  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  new  cases  of  actual  venereal  infection  was  comparatively  small,  civilian  and  “  Service  ” 
cases  combined  totalling  211.  The  corresponding  figure  for  1942  was  181. 

The  total  numbers  of  patients  attending  the  clinics  during  the  year  were  1,097  civilian  and 
217  “  Service,”  compared  with  803  and  154  respectively  in  1942. 

In  July  a  clinic  for  female  patients  only  was  started  at  the  Devizes  and  District  Hospital 
by  Dr.  Jean  Murray,  of  the  County  Medical  Staff,  who  also  conducts  the  Trowbridge  female  clinics. 
The  new  clinic  is  held  every  Thursday  at  5  p.m. 

Regulation  33B,  which  came  into  force  at  the  beginning  of  1943,  has  proved  of  much  greater 
value  through  the  information  it  helps  to  secure  than  by  any  direct  result  in  the  small  proportion 
of  cases  where  legal  steps  can  be  taken.  Information  thus  gained  has  led  to  much  effective  though 
informal  and  confidential  work  by  our  health  visitors  in  securing  treatment  which  would  otherwise 
have  been  long  postponed  or  neglected  altogether.  We  have  found  that  experienced  health  visitors 
who  are  not  associated  only  with  venereal  disease  and  who  are  known  in  the  area  are  most  valu¬ 
able  for  this  particularly  difficult  work. 


CANCER. 

A  very  brief  summary  relating  to  the  attendances  of  patients  at  the  Clinics  and  of  treatment 
in  hospital  is  given  on  page  12.  As  will  be  seen,  there  has  been  a  marked  increase  under  all  the 
heads,  and  at  Swindon  the  attendances  at  the  monthly  clinics  became  so  great  that  it  was  decided 
to  hold  two  clinics  each  month,  commencing  in  January,  1944.  At  Bath  also  sessions  are  held 
weekly  instead  of  monthly  as  from  the  beginning  of  May,  1943.  This  Centre,  of  course,  serves 
Bath  and  Somerset,  as  well  as  the  adjacent  portion  of  Wiltshire. 

Patients  requiring  radium  treatment  are  sent  by  special  arrangement  with  the  Ministry  of 
Health  to  the  Kewstoke  Emergency  Hospital,  Weston-super-Mare,  deep  X-ray  treatment  only 
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being  provided  at  the  Bristol  Royal  Hospital.  Many  patients  for  whom  electrical  treatment  has 
been  advised  are  dealt  with  as  out-patients  at  Bristol  as  well  as  at  Southampton,  and  the  County 
Council  is  frequently  called  upon  to  assist  with  travelling  expenses  in  addition  to  paying  the 
actual  cost  of  treatment. 

Much  work  has  been  devoted  during  the  year  to  the  preparation  of  a  comprehensive  scheme 
under  the  Cancer  Act.  Fuller  details  will  be  given  in  this  respect  in  next  year’s  Report. 

The  deaths  from  cancer  were  564,  compared  with  619  in  1942,  and  were  the  lowest  recorded 
since  1940,  when  the  number  was  551.  The  death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population,  however, 
remained  practically  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  being  1.6,  compared  with  1.7.  This 
figure  has  shown  little  variation  for  many  years  past. 
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